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A MUD RACER
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MEETING MINUTES 
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The 4XForum is published monthly, February through 
November. The views expressed in this newsletter 
are not necessarily the views of the entire M4X4A. All 
information is to be received by the 15th of the previous 
month, check for possible earlier deadlines. All classified 
ads submitted by M4X4A Clubs will be run at no charge. 
Non- M4X4A Club events may have a full page ad for 
$10.00 for one issue. Event listings will be listed in the 
Calendar of Events at no charge. Submitted pictures, 
artwork, and drawings can be scanned to accompany 
articles, results, or advertisements. Submitted photos – 
please identify everyone in the photo. Items need to be 
mailed or emailed – not faxed. Typewritten copy is pre-
ferred, but legible handwritten copy will be accepted. 
Letters to the editor must be signed, but the author 
can remain anonymous at their request. Subscriptions 
$10.00 per year. Businesses wishing to advertise in the 
Forum are welcome.

Ad Sizes & Rates
FULL PAGE: (7 ½ w x 10 h) 
$50.00 per issue $300.00 per year (10 issues)
HALF PAGE: (7 ½ w x 5 or 3 ¾ x 10) 
  $25.00 per issue $150.00 per year (10 issues)
QUARTER PAGE: (3 ¾ w x 5 or 7 ½ x 2 ½) 
  $15.00 per issue $74.00 per year (10 issues)
EIGTH PAGE: (3 ¾ x 2 ½ bus. card size) 
  $5.00 per issue $40.00 per year (10 issues)

M4x4A Officers

4XForum Editor

CorrespondenCe

I hope you enjoy the new layout for the 
4xForum!   Hopefully you find it more 
magazine like and more enjoyable to read.   
I also hope that you really enjoy the color 
version.    I know you’re thinking, “Wait, 
color?”.   Yes, there is a color edition of 
the 4xForum now, but you’re not holding 
it in your hands.   If you want to see the 
color edition, go to http://www.m4x4a.
org and download it from the link on the 
front page.   It is in a 
PDF format so that 
it should work on 
most computers that 
have Adobe Acrobat 
Reader, which is free 
software that you can 
download from 
http://www.adobe.
com if you don’t have 
it on your machine.

As you can also see, producing this edition 
required more user-submitted pictures and 
writeups than ever before.   I encourage 
everybody who is reading this to consider 
submitting their rig as a “Featured Rig”, 
or sending me pictures and details of an 
upgrade that you did to your rig, or any 
other information you have and would like 
to share.   I thank everyone who has sent 
stuff already.   Remember: I don’t produce 
the 4xForum; You do! 

- Mike Hines Jr.

The M4x4A Race Lights are for sale. Bids 
will be accepted until April 1, 2010, and 
awarded at the April 2010 convention. 
Anyone interested in purchasing the race 
lights can send the bid to Roger Osborne. 
The bids start at $500.00.

If you have any questions about the sale 
of the lights, call Roger Osborne, 406-
628-8974 or 406-855-7252. Bids can be 

emailed to Spidycats@q.com or mailed to 
Roger Osborne, 500 Lois Place, Laurel, 
MT 59044.

Also – we need to know the whereabouts 
of the PA system. It is not with the lights.

Roger Osborne,
Montana 4x4 Association Race Rule 
Chairman

M4x4A taking bids on Race Lights

Anyone wishing to purchase their M4x4A 
Race Number can contact M4x4A Race 
Rule Chairman Roger Osborne (406-628-
8974 or spidycats@q.com). Race numbers 

will be due by the April 24-25 convention. 
Race numbers are $5. They can be paid to 
your regional tech person, who can send 
the money to Roger.

Race Numbers availalbe at Convention

The nominations for the three Montana 
4x4 Association awards: 4-Wheeler-Of-
The-Year, John Hazard Memorial Award 
for Conservation, and Junior 4-Wheeler-
Of-The-Year must be submitted to the 

previous year’s winner by April 1, 2010.   
If you don’t know who the previous year’s 
winner is, contact a member of the M4x4A 
board of directors. The winner will be an-
nounced at Convention in April

Nominations needed for state awards

From the Editor
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Land Use - Montana

Land Use - nationaL

Nick Gevock, 
Montana Standard, Jan. 26 
Montana Republican Rep. 
Dennis Rehberg this week 
said he opposes Sen. Jon 
Tester’s (D-Mont.) plan to 
create 600,000 acres of new 
wilderness and mandate timber 
harvests in the state’s national 
forests, but suggested ways 
to fix the plan that would tie 
wilderness to logging and 
forest restoration and prevent 
litigation from environmental 
groups.

“How can I in good conscience 

lend my support to a piece of 
legislation that I don’t know 
whether it’s going to work?” 
Rehberg said Monday.
Rehberg is withholding his 
support of Tester’s Forest Jobs 
and Recreation Act following 
22 meetings held in western 
Montana, mostly in the coun-
ties that would be affected by 
the bill. Critics in those areas 
said that while the bill’s wil-
derness designations would be 
permanent, the logging quotas 
are designed to sunset in a 
decade.

More worrisome, Rehberg 
said, is that there is no legisla-
tive way to prevent groups 
from suing the Forest Service 
for carrying out the bill’s log-
ging mandate.

“Unless you do something to 
solve the problem of people 
standing in the way of manag-
ing our forests the way we 
want them to be managed, 
you haven’t done anything,” 
Rehberg said.

Tester spokesman Aaron Mur-
phy would not say whether the 

senator would support phasing 
in wilderness areas as more 
logging projects are carried 
out.

Environmental groups and tim-
ber companies that support the 
bill have not taken a position 
on Rehberg’s proposals, but 
said they welcome his willing-
ness to work on the issue. “We 
encourage the congressman 
to move forward toward a 
solution, to be a sponsor of the 
bill and to work closely with 
Sen. Tester,” said Tom Reed, 
spokesman for Trout Unlimited 

Rehberg opposes Tester bill, suggests wilderness phase-in

The Recreational Groups urge 
the Forest to actively and ef-
fectively manage the Upper 
Tellico OHV Area. Neither the 
Recreational Groups nor the 
Forest should be limited by 
past management deficiencies. 
Instead, we should be working 
toward a collaborative solution 
that advances the simultaneous 
goals of sustainable, yet enjoy-

able use of the Area.

The EA, and certainly any 
“emergency” closure order, 
are premised on an incorrect 
and unsupportable notion that 
the existing condition violates 
applicable law and cannot be 
improved. To the contrary, 
designated uses are being 
supported, state water qual-

ity standards are being met, 
and water quality can be even 
further improved through a co-
operative and logical manage-
ment solution that will bring 
common sense to planning 
and management of the OHV 
System at the Area. Sadly, the 
Decision reflects none of these 
goals and violates applicable 
law. As advocates of respon-

sible and effectively-managed 
vehicle-based recreation, we 
perceive little option but to ask 
for withdrawal of the Decision.

The full document can be 
found at www.ufwda.org/smf/
index.php?topic=3077.0

Appeal filed on behalf of Tellico in November 2009

From a posting on Pirate 4x4... 
“we just need more responses 
to the BLM on the Glade Run 
Rec Area. The newspaper poll 
that was posted is way over 
1000 for keeping the Glade 
open to 60 for closing it. But 
the important response will be 
the BLM Form at http://www.
nm.blm.gov/glade_run/glad...
ment_form.html

We need as many responses 
sent in to let them know that 
the Glade is an important rec-
reation area for the 4X4, ATV, 
UTV and motorcycle crowd. 
That it brings much revenue 
into the Farmington area with 
the Rock Crawling Champion-
ships it hosts each year, the 
4X4 enthusiasts that travel to 
the Glade to off-road and that 

closing it would only push 
the crowd elsewhere and lose 
money for this area.

Plus, we need to write letters 
to the US Congressman Ben 
Lujan at his website, http://
lujan.house.gov / pointing out 
how important this area is for 
those same reasons. Stress the 
fact that over 26%... one out 

of every four people over the 
age of 16 in New Mexico is 
involved with off-roading, and 
under the age of 50, those per-
centages climb drastically as in 
the USDA US Forest Service 
Survey released June 2005”

Choke Cherry Canyon – Farmington, New Mexico



Montana 4x4 Association Newsletter Page 4
The Official Newsletter of the Montana 4x4 Association

events & raLLys

All dates subject to change
Feb 13 - Winter Baja - Cascade, MT - 11AM

Apr 24 - M4x4A Convention -  Meeting 10 AM - 
Happy Hour - 5:30 pm. Dinner - 6:30 pm.
Entertainment - 7:30 pm. - Shrine Aud., Billings

Apr 25 - Bozeman Mountaineers Swapmeet
Gal. County Fairgrounds - 8AM - 5PM

Jun 26-27 -  Magic City Rally (Tentative)

Jul 12-18 - Divide Ride 2010 - Boulder, MT

Does your club have an event coming up?  
Let me know!  

mike@redlinebillings.com or 672-5519

M4x4A Calendar of Events

The Big Sky 4-wheelers had 
their annual Snowbash on 
January 30 and 31 and it was 
a blast!  Lots of ice and snow.  
After wheeling the day away 
we met at the Elks for dinner 
and a raffle.  Once again, Car-
son was the big winner there.

2010 Snow Bash a “Smash”

The Blacktail Wild Bill OHV area is multiple-use

WINTER BAJA hosted by Cascade County 4 Wheelers
February 13, 2010 :: 11AM :: Cascade, MT - Follow signs to the grounds.

UPCOMING

Spectators
  Adults: $7.00, 
  Under 10: Free w/ Adult
Racers
  $30 per driver per class
Classes
  4 Cyl & 6 Cyl  8 Cyl
  Long Wheel Base, 
  Comp Mod
  ATV
  Cycles 

Concessions Available
Classes may change on Race Day
Payback: 60/40  1st - 2nd - 3rd
Trophy for First
Land Rush Start
Heat 1: 8/LWB/COMP/Mod, 2+ Mile Course
Heat 2: 4CYL/6CYL, Variety of Terrain
Heat 3: ATV/Cycles, 1 Hour Race Time 
50/50 Race Time Permitting
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events & raLLys

Announcing the Mountaineers’ Motorsports Swap 
Meet, sponsored by Dark Horse Customs.
Sunday, April 25, 2010 at the Gallatin County Fair-
grounds in Bozeman. Gate for sellers opens at 8:00 
am and closes at 5:00 pm. Gate for buyers will be 
open from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. 
 
Participants of all motorsports (4x4, motorcycle, 
snowmobile, stock car, ATV, etc.) are invited to sell, 
but please keep it motorsports oriented. Dealers and 
resellers welcome. Suggested items are: vehicle parts, 
tools, tires & wheels, CBs, helmets & snowmobile 
suits, other riding gear, vehicles or pictures of vehicles 
for sale, etc.
Buyers get in free and all profits will go to a dedicated 
land-use fund.
Seller space is $10 for a 10ft x 20ft indoor spot to park 

or set up a table. We’ll provide a pro-rated spot to 
share with others if you have only a few small items to 
sell. For the commercial seller it is $25 for a 10ft x 20ft 
space. There are spaces available for $50 for really 
large trailers. Spaces will be provided on a first come, 
first served basis until all spaces are full.

For outreach purposes, free spaces will be provided to 
access-oriented organizations, i.e. CBU, Blue Ribbon 
Coalition, etc.

You are responsible for your stuff, you and your buy-
ers’ safety, conducting yourself in a professional man-
ner, cleaning up your area when done for the day, and 
removing any unsold items from the fairgrounds. No 
alcohol. We reserve the right to reject any sale items 
or eject participants for just cause.

Mountaineers “Motorspots Swap Meet”
April 25,  2010 :: 8AM :: Gallatin County Fairgrounds in Bozeman, MT

UPCOMING

04-09

Even if your site looks good, search engines 
may not be able to index the site, leaving 
you in the dust.  We build websites that are 
professional, easy to navigate, and search-
engine friendly!

We can help you!  
When we build your new website, or rebuild 
your current site:
  > It is built right by professional and 
      experienced designers and programmers.
  > It is built with the search engines in mind,
      so that  your site can be found when 
      people search.
  > It is custom-built to �t your individual 
     needs and wants.  We don’t do “cookie-cutter”
     sites here.
  > You will have everything explained to you in 
      language that you can understand.

672-5519
www.redlinebillings.com

(406)

1215 24th St. W
Suite 130

Billings, Montana

Call today for your 
FREE, 

no-obligation quote 
and consultation, 

or visit our website 
to view our design 

portfolio.

Custom Website Design & Development

Search Engine Optimization

Database-Driven & Shopping Cart Sites 

Hosting, Domain & SSL

Our Areas
of Specialty



Montana 4x4 Association Newsletter Page 6
The Official Newsletter of the Montana 4x4 Association

Railro
ad Tracks

M
oo

re
La

ne

Grand Ave.

Central   Ave.

S
hi

lo
h

R
d.

(4
0t

h
S

t.
W

)

24
th

S
t.

W
es

t

Lewis Ave.

15
th

S
t.

W

8t
h

S
t.

W
es

t

6t
h

S
t.

W
es

t

3r
d

S
t.

W
es

t

5t
h

S
t.

W
es

t

6th Ave. N.

3rd Ave. N.

2nd Ave. N.

16
th

S
t.

W
es

t

Montana Ave.

State Ave.

Monad Rd.

King  Ave. West

R
eg

al

O
rc

ha
rd

C
al

ho
un

Ln
.

W
as

hi
ng

to
n

R
iv

er
si

de

S
ug

ar

S
.B

ill
in

gs
B

lv
d

M
ul

lo
w

ne
y

King Ave. East

South Frontage Road

Midland Rd

N
. 32nd

N
. 31st.

N
. 30th N

. 29th

N
.

27th
(N

. B
roadw

ay
)

N
.

28th

D
iv

is
io

n
S

tr
ee

t

4th Ave. N.

S
.

27th

20
th

S
t.

W
.

443
EXIT

19
th

S
t.

W
es

t

29
th

S
t.

W
.

Neibauer Rd

446

EXIT

450
EXIT

90

90
Zoo

Shrine
Auditorium

D
r.

Southgate Dr.

Gable Rd

D
an

ie
l

King Ave.

Overland

Av
e

S
hiloh

R
d

O
verpass

La
ur

e l

Rd

32
nd

S
t.

W
.

S
.S

hi
lo

h
R

d.

Hesper   Rd

Broadwater Ave.

32
nd

S
t.

W
.

Z
im

m
er

m
an

T
ra

il

1st Ave. N.

447

EXIT

One-Way

1st Ave. S.

$20.00 per adult
x _______ Adults
$_______ Total Adults
$15.00 per Child
x _______ Children
$_______ Total Child

$_______ Total Cost
Offered Vegetarian Meal
Number of Vegetarian plates needed _______

Name:__________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:____________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________ Email:_________________________
Mail registration form and money to Stacey Osborne, 500 Lois Place, Laurel, MT 59044

Make checks payable to M4X4A

2010 M4x4A Convention

Best Mexican dress gets a prize!
Meeting - 10 am.

Happy Hour - 5:30 pm. Dinner - 6:30 pm.
Entertainment - 7:30 pm.

Shrine Auditorium
1125 Broadwater, Billings, Montana

�

Hilton Garden Inn 406-655-8800
939 S. 25th St. W.

Double Queen or King Bed $109
Other fees may apply

Best Western ClockTower Inn
406-238-1798 2511 1st Ave. N.

Queen Bed $80
Other fees may apply

Re
gis
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ns

du
e

Ap
ril
1,
20
10

Following Dinner
Four Wheeler of the Year

Junior Four Wheeler of the Year
John Hazard Memorial Award

Patch Presentation
Door Prizes

Come join us for a Fiesta style dinner!
Fun, Entertainment, & Prizes

No Host Bar Available
Guest speakers to be announced

Holy Guacamole!
Montana 4x4 Association Convention 2010

April 24, 2010
Señors and Señoritas

Grab your sombreros and Mexican wear
and head to the border if you dare

We have plenty tequila, salt, and lime.
Cause its been declared Margarita time.

events & raLLys
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CLUb reports

Magic City 4-Wheelers
P.O. Box 21241  Billings, MT 59104
1st Monday, El Corral, 6:30 PM
RVP: Tory Roesch, 406-248-3581

Bozeman Mountaineers
P.O. Box 951  Bozeman, MT 59715
2nd Thurs, MacKenzie River, Belgrade 
7:30 pm
RVP: Larry Ellison, 406-587-4505

Skyliners
P.O. Box 416 Polson, MT 59860
1st Tuesday, Polson VFW 
RVP: Nancy Hines, 406-883-2851

Greetings from foggy Western 
Montana!  We’ve only had 
about 5 days of sun or blue 
skies since early December!  
The Skyliners participated in 
Polson’s Parade of Lights in 
December and won a first place 
trophy for our train.  We had 
eleven rigs hooked together and 
then hooked to a tow truck to 
form the train.  About five more 

rigs followed.  It was great fun!  
Our Christmas party followed 
the parade and a lot of tools 
were traded back and forth in 
the Chinese gift exchange.

Think spring!

Nancy Hines
RVP Region 9

We elected new officers for the Mountaineers:

President Scott Schintzius
VP                                   Brady Steinke
Secretary/Treasurer          Linda Ellison
Trail Master                     Andrew Braach
RVP                                Larry Ellison
Delegates                         Mike and Heather Jongeling

The Mountaineers are planning a swap meet for Sunday Apr 25th 
at the Fair Grounds here in Bozeman. More details next month.

For our January 16th trail ride we went up South Meadow Creek 
in the Tobacco Root Mountains West of Bozeman. First we tried 
the Meadow Lake trail, but only got about 1/2 mile. Then we tried 
Daisy creek and made it most of the way to the top before we ran 
out of time. We only had 3 rigs, Blair Howze, Tom Pionke, and 
Larry and Linda Ellison. The snow was very dry and loose, but a 
little wet right on top.

Larry

Magic City had its annual Christmas Party on January 16, 2010.   
Turnout was less than usual, but all who attended had fun.   The 
kids had a “bouncy-house” to play in and Mark Cardwell won a 
trifecta of our awards:  4-wheeler of the year, most stuck and worst 
stuck.  

Our elections were held at the January regular meeting.   Vernon 
Ball was elected President, Mike Hines - Vice President, Diana 
MacGill - secretary, Brian Casteel - Treasurer, Roger & Stacy 
Osborne - Delegates.
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FeatUred rig

WE FIX IT 
SO YOU CAN HAVE FUN BREAKING IT!

· Heavy Duty Transmission 
   Upgrades

· High Performance And 
   Custom Transmission 
   Applications

· Gear work 

· Di�erentials 

· Lockers

· U-Joints 

· Ball Joints

2122 1st Avenue North
Billings, MT 59101

406-256-9107
   Toll Free: 1-800-248-3257

aatransmission@bresnan.net

www.aatran.com

Owner: Dan Bedford 

05/10

This is Linda’s daily driver, we pull 
our 18’ camp trailer with it, use it for a 
tractor for getting wood, and wheel the 
snot out of it.

We have made or got lots of other 
wigets installed and carry lots of recov-
ery gear. We love this car/truck.

A 2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser that does it all
OWNER
Larry & Linda Ellison, Bozeman
ENGINE
Stock 4.0 V6
TRANSMISSION
Stock 6-speed Manual
TRANSFER CASE
Inchworm 4.7:1
SUSPENSION
2.5” OME Lift
WHEELS/TIRES
285-75x17 (34”)Toyo MT
OTHER ITEMS
Garmin GPS, CB, MileMarker 
PE8000 Winch, Onboard Air, ARB 
Front Locker, Custom bumpers, rock 
rails & skid plates, removalbe bed-
board for sleeping purposes



Montana 4x4 Association Newsletter Page 8 Montana 4x4 Association Newsletter Page 9
The Official Newsletter of the Montana 4x4 Association

teChniCaL

A new heart for a mud truck
Bill Springer’s “Redrino” is getting a new powerplant after the 
tired old 350 gave up the ghost last summer.   In this first in-
stallment, watch the progression unfold as Bill swaps a Vortec 
8.1, TH400 and NP205 in place of the 350, SM465 and NP205,  
Check back next month to see the evolution of this truck from 
mild to wild as we highlight it for the March 2010 Featured Rig, 
as well as continued progress from the swap. 

Above: Front clip removed. Eddy and I took it off and it 
was heavier than we thought

Left: Motor, Tranny, Tcase, and crossmember all pulled 
out at the same time. Thank god for forklifts.

Below: The shiny stuff is from rod bearings.That is mud 
next to the 
flywheel. No 
wonder the 
starter was 
having a hard 
time.

More mud in 
the bellhous-
ing.

Continued on Page 10
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teChniCaL

A new heart for a mud truck 
   (continued from page 9)

Top-Left: Big block, turbo 400, 205, and crossmember 
all bolted together.
Middle Left: On the forklift getting ready to put in.
Bottom Left: Good thing I cut the hole in the firewall 
big.
Above: Exhaust manifolds with heat shields fit but it is 
tight. The driver side needed some trimming. Useless 
trivia: Did you know the exhaust manifolds for an 8.1 
Vortec are cast stainless steel? 
Below: The new custom motor mount/crossmember.
Bottom: I think it looks kind of cool, but it took a long 
time to build because of a lot of wierd angles

More to come later this spring!
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M4X4A Quarterly Meeting 
Minutes
January 23, 2010; Helena, MT

The meeting was called to 
order at 10:05 a.m.

A motion was made by Linda, 
seconded by Larry to accept 
the minutes as they were 
printed in the Oct/Nov Forum.  
Motion carried.

Treasurer’s report – Michelle 
Mandera.  Michelle was ab-
sent but had sent a report to be 
reviewed.  Tom passed out the 
report.  A motion was made 
by Rae, seconded by Mike 
Kelly to accept the report as 
presented.  Motion carried.  
The United dues are due.  The 
M4X4A domain name is ex-
piring in March.  Vern turned 
in some bills.

Secretary’s Report – Shirleen 
Wheeler. Absent

President’s Report – Tom 
Mandera.  Spent some time 
back east.  The wheeling scout 
is almost ready to roll.  Willie 
Worthy mentioned that his 
club hasn’t been receiving the 
United Voice.  The magazine 
hasn’t been available.  It is 
now available electronically at 
UFWDA.org.

Vice-President’s Report – Don 
Apker.  Working on Jeep to 
get it trail ready.  Also work-
ing on Divide Ride.

Director at Large – Dick 
Riebe.  Absent.

Regional V.P. Report
 
A. 
Region 1 – Tory Roesch.  
Tory was absent but Vern Ball 
reported that the Rimrockers 
and Magic City are working 
with the BLM to make a new 
trail.  Members have been 
working on getting their ham 
radio licenses.  A rally is be-
ing worked on for this year.

 
B. 
Region 4  - Bud Wheeler.  
Bud was absent but Tyler Gor-
don reported that the Winter 
Baja on February 13th at 

Cascade/  Leonard and Trudy 
are the contacts.

C. 
Region 5 – Kevin Kerker.  
Kevin was absent by Tyler 
Gordon reported that their 
Christmas party is tonight.  
There will be wheeling tomor-
row.
 
D. 
Region 6 - Linda Ellison.  
Larry reported that they had a 
good Christmas tree run with 
a chili feed.  New officers 
were elected.  There is an Ice 
Bog on February 13th being 
put on by the Renegade Off 
Road at the Fairground in 
Bozeman.  There will be a 
Swap Meet on April 25th.  
Talking to the Forest Service 
about a 4-wheel drive play 
area.  It hasn’t been received 
very well by the FS.  There 
is a private area south of 
Cardwell.  Mike Joneling is 
talking to the land owner.

E. 
Region 7 - Al Smith.  Al was 
absent but Don reported that 
their club had their Christmas/
New Year’s Party.  Elections 
are next month.   
 
F. 
Region 8 - Dick Riebe.  Dick 
was absent but Rae reported 
about the Mountain Jack.  
Larry DeMott is not the presi-
dent of the club.  The club is 
trying to re-organize the club.  
He is also trying to interest 
them in the M4X4A.  Some 
race dates that are scheduled 
are:
June 26th and 27th and July 
24th and 25th.

G.   
Region 9 - Nancy Hines.  The 
Skyliners have 27 members.  
They have had a trail ride 
most months.  They came in 
first place at the Parade of 
Lights at Christmastime.  The 
Christmas party followed the 
parade.  The comment period 
for the Blacktail/Wildbill 
travel plan just ended.  Elec-
tions will take place in April.    
The Big Sky 4-wheelers are 
having their annual Snowbash 
1/30 and 1/31 at Blacktail.  
The cost is $30 a rig.  That 

cost includes two dinner 
tickets for dinner at the Elks.

Committee Reports
 
A. 
Land & Legislation
 
1.  East - Mark Karey.   Ab-
sent.  Spring Creek still in the 
works.
 
2. West - Wayd Walker.  Ab-
sent.
 
3.  Northwest - Rob St. Clair.  
Absent.  The comment period 
on the travel plan for the 
Blacktail/Wildbill area just 
ended.
 
B. 
4XForum - Mike Hines.  Mike 
was absent put sent in a report 
to Nancy.  He reported that 
the layout of the Forum will 
be changing this year.  Regu-
lar contributions are need.  
Thanks to Larry Ellison, 
Mike Hines, and others who 
have made contributions.  He 
would encourage each club 
to appoint a correspondence 
secretary whose job would be 
to send in items to the Forum.  
The will be a member’s rig 
section highlighting upgrades.  
With the new layout there will 
be the ability to have larger 
photos, so submit pictures in 
the highest resolution pos-
sible.
 
C. 
Historian - Stacey Osborne.  
Absent.
 
D. 
Conservation - Ed Melcher.  
Absent.
 
E. 
Bylaws - Stacey Osborne.  
Absent

 
F. 
Race Rules - Roger Osborne.  
He is trying to sell the state’s 
lights.  Bids are being ac-
cepted.

 
G.  
Recreation Trail Grant - Ben 
Palmer.  Tyler Gordon wasn’t 
installed.  Linda made a mo-

tion to provide M4X4A con-
tact information to FWP for 
RT Grants; Kelly seconded; 
motion carried.

H. 
United Report - Ted Riebe, 
Ed Melcher, Tom Mandera.  
The voice is now electronic at 
ufwd.org.
 
I. 
Treasure State Alliance - Vern 
Ball.  TSA is no longer in 
existence.
 
J. 
CBU LP - Tom Mandera.  The 
CBU is switching attorneys.  
Plate sales are still going 
good.

K. 
Training Opportunities - Tom 
will send some paperwork to 
Rob.  Ed Melcher is putting 
together an Avalanche Aware-
ness program.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. 
Divide Ride 2010 - Don Ap-
ker.  The plans for this year’s 
event are coming along.  We 
will be camping at the Fair-
grounds.  We’ll be needing a 
deposit soon.  The big barn is 
available for Saturday night.  
Volunteer Hall will house 
registration.  Showers will 
be at one of the schools for 
$3.  The Chamber is hosting a 
BBQ dinner for us for $400.  
Famous Dave’s will cater 
Saturday night.  The price this 
year is $100 for the driver, 
$50 for passengers, $40 for 
13-17, under 12 is free. Trails 
are being organized and the 
registration packet should be 
ready soon.  Mike J. made a 
motion to set up a program to 
compensate the Divide Ride 
working crew at DR 2010 
with a raffle ticket; Mike K. 
seconded; motion carried.   
We need volunteers, so please 
step up and contact Don 
Apker or Vern Ball. 

 
B. 
Divide 2011 - Vern and Don 
will be chair and co-chair 
for this.  They are looking at 
Whitehall.

C. 
Awards - Nominations for the 
John Hazzard, Four Wheeler 
of the Year and Junior Four 
Wheeler of the Year awards 
are due to their respective 
committees by March.  The 
names need to be to Dick by 
April 1st.

NEW BUSINESS 

A. 
April’s Convention -   Vern 
made a motion to have the 
convention April 24th in Bill-
ings at the Shrine Building; 
Mike J. seconded; the motion 
carried.  The cost will be $20 
per person.  More information 
to follow.
 
B. 
Nomination for the slate of 
officers were opened.

President - 
Tom Mandera by Mike Kelly
Vern Ball by Don Apker

Vice President - 
Don Apker by Vern Ball
Vern Ball by Tyler Gordon
Roger Osborne by Vern Ball

Secretary - 
Stacey Osborne by Vern Ball
 
Treasurer

The nominations were closed 
until the April Convention.
 
C. 
From the Floor - Alex Tyhurst 
asked for procedures on 
how to start another club in 
Helena.  Tom explained the 
procedures.  Rae explained 
that people can become a 
member-at-large.
 

Mike Kelly made a motion, 
seconded by Heather J. to 
adjourn the meeting.  Mo-
tion carried.  Meeting was 
adjourned at 2:50 p.m.

Respectively submitted

Nancy Hines

QUarterLy Meeting MinUtes - Jan 2010
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From the Historian files......
February 1977 Four By Forum

Winter Convention – Newly elected
M4x4A officers were President Don
Harden, Vice President Gary Cull, Secre-
tary Carol Peterson, and Treasurer Cookie
Larson. Discussion was held whether to
continue with the newsletter – it was
agreed to continue with the newspaper.
The cost was $100 a month for 500 issues
at $25 per page for type written articles.
$200 per month was needed in advertising
to pay for the paper.

Region 1 – RVP Spencer Peterson re-
ported that Rimrock has been very busy,
with several trips planned. They had a Feb.
meeting planned at the Red Lodge Ranger
station, which was a joint meeting with the

Forest Service and BLM to discuss the
Pryor Mountains and Beartooths. The main
changes for the Pryors was that all dead
end roads will be closed. The Beartooth
Line Creek Plateau roads leading off the
highway and Hell Roaring Plateau are to be
closed because of alpine ground.

Jay Moore reported that Region 5 –
Frontier FourWheelers – went on a Christ-
mas Tree Run in December – they took the
figure 8 route above York. In January they
had a snow run to Park Lake.

Region 6 report by Jim McKinney
stated that not much was happening in
Bozeman.

Jerry Smith reported that the FiveValley

4-Wheelers were hosting the M4x4AWin-
ter Convention in Missoula and have a July
4th rally planned. Region 8 was beginning
to show signs of the “Land Use” battle in
the Rattlesnake Area north of Missoula.
Most of the area was owned by Montana
Power and the USFS. The Forest Services
was in the process of outlining the resources
and the ways the area could be managed.

Dick Riebe reported for Region 9 –
they were going to possibly have a one day
drags and pole bending event at their fair-
grounds, depending on comment from
M4x4A members on whether they’d par-
ticipate. They also made plans for a Feb-
ruary fishing trip.

July 1983 Four By Forum
1983 Rallies Scheduled are: April 23-

24 Powell Wyoming; May 28-30 Moun-
taineers (at Three Forks); June 18-19
Helena; July 2-3 Five Valley (Seeley
Lake); July 30-31 or August 6-7 –
Billings; August 20-21 Polson; Sept. 3-5

Great Falls, Oct. 1-2 – The Last Hurrah at
Dillon

Powell Valley 4-Wheelers announced
their new officers – Pres. Calvin Michaels,
VP Suzie Bradish, Sec.-Treas. Dick Lock.

Rimrock 4x4’s RVP Don Harden re-

ported they had an overnight trip to the
Belts. They also participated in Downtown
Billings Western Days Parade. Their July
30-31 rally is scheduled to be at the Mo-
torcycle Hillclimb Grounds. They’ll have a
hill climb, dirt drags, and obstacle.

July & November 1997 4XForum
July 1997

The 1997 convention minutes reported
that there were 131 paid memberships. It
was discussed selling the race lights - Race
chairman Pappy Drebes reported the ini-
tial purchase price for the lights was
$2550. The only two clubs that would be
using the lights at their 1997 rallies were
Billings and Bozeman. Discussion was
held on having a fund-raising event for
M4x4A that would be a fee charged trail
ride. Everett Hallman suggested having a
run to Devil’s Canyon in Wyoming. Joan
Lewis said we need to have a trial run for
M4x4A members first. A trial run to
Devil’s Canyon in Wyoming will be held
in July. They are charging $20 per vehicle
with the balance of proceeds after costs
going to M4x4A.

Independent Racers Mary Melcher con-

gratulated recent high school graduates
Dameon Walker and Amy Fredrickson.

The Mountaineers were preparing for
their mud bog and the delegates meeting
in July.

Frontier Four-Wheelers held their Fron-
tier Fun Day. The winners of their Cake
Pan Obstacle were 1st Betty and Ted
Riebe, 2nd Rob and Cindy St. Clair, 3d
Leonard and Trudy Nelson. The Blindman
obstacle adult winners were 1st Betty and
Ted Riebe, 2nd Francis Carson and Tony
Steber, and 3rd Chancy Ballard and Toni
Lewis. Kids under 15 - 1st Ty McKay and
Rob St. Clair, 2nd Shawna and Mike
Kelly, and 3rd Layne McKay and Rob St.
Clair.

Magic City 4-Wheelers had a good
June rally. They welcomed new members
Bill and Sally Springer, and Ernie,

Frances, Charlie and Cindy Shaw.
November 1997

The Mountaineers held their rally in
Sept. They had a great showing of partici-
pants. The top female eliminator was
Brenda Statton and the male was Mike
Bradley. Some of the racers who placed at
the event were: Teresa Cowan, Randi
Sherlock, Marla Stanton, Heather Jon-
geling, Brenda Statton, Stacey Schessler,
Bill Springer, Tim Kleppen, Blair Howze,
Chris Kleppen, Bob Schessler, Marc Shep-
herd, Rob Schessler, Dave Cowan, Mike
Bradley, Wayne Sherlock, Dale hert, Bob
Bradley Jr., Jeff Bradley, Bruce McCamp-
bell, Randy Statton, Ray Merwin, Zennon
Forozowsky, Brent Burton, Linda Gerle-
man, Mike Ablott, Charlie Yochum,
Willard Myers.

October 1987 Four By Forum
Independent Racers rally results filled

two pages in the Forum. Some of the first
place Dirt Drag winners were: Kim
Melcher, Becky Buckmaster, Jennifer
Slagle, Myrna McKay, Mike Jones, Dick
Riebe, Mike McKay, Bruce Mennell, Ed
Melcher, John Bradstreet, and Roger Os-
borne. Some of the racers who placed in
the obstacle course are: Candy Osborne,
Roger Osborne, Wayne Sherlock, Nancy
Sherlock, Kathy Whitman, Jan Riggle-
man, Jennifer Slagle, Bob Bradley, Kim
Riggleman, Steve Slagle, Mike Bradley,
Dick Riebe, Mike Riebe, Mike Whitman,

Mary Olson, Kim Melcher, Don Gordon,
Vic Eklund, Myrna McKay, Anita
Elshire, Leanna Elshire, Fran Bradley,
Darlene Hert, Marianne Fredrickson, Tim
Hert, Jerry Fredrickson, Ed Melcher,
Bruce Mennell, Dick Elshire, Bud
Wheeler, Dale Hert, Rich Minch, Zenon
Foroszowsky, Jim Bradley, Leo Miller,
Ron Walker.

The Mountaineers reported a success-
ful Mud Bog, which they are planning to
do again in 1988. Also Mr. and Mrs. Bud
Orr welcomed a new son, James Michael
on Aug. 21, 1987.Ed Melcher shows off his T-shirt that

says Don’t Feed Big Ed.

FroM the arChives oF the historian
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Join the M4x4A or Subscribe
Name__________________________________  # Family Members ______

Address_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip__________________________________________________

Phone #: __________________ 4x4 Vehicle Owned: _________________
Membership Subscription

$25 Member 
   (part of a local club associated with M4x4A)

$30 Member-at-large
$25 Associate Club
$25 Advisory Council

$10 - 1 year  

Starting Month____________

Cash     MO    Chk #_____
(Circle One)Amt Pd $_____   

Mail to: M4x4a, Shirleen Wheeler, 2900 3rd Ave. S., Great Falls, MT 59405

M4x4a trading post

RVS/CAMPING
9 ft. slide in camper, self-contained
Rodger Osborn 406-628-8974

MISC
Octagonal 8 person Army tent with can-
vas floor. $300. Glasstite Topper, white,
fits full size Chevy or Dodge, 70s-80s,
won’t fit late models. $175. Donald
McCabe 860-5225

PARTS
Rubicon Parts
03’ 4.0 L Engine 23k miles with all 
accessories $1000. 03’ Auto transmis-
sion with
converter, computer and harness $800.
Side Nerf Bars $180. Front and Rear
4.10 Ring and Pinion $200. Rear Dana
44 Axle Shafts Both Sides $300 . Long
Side Front Axle Shaft Dana 44 with
outer, u-joint and bearing $200. Stock TJ
suspension control arms and coils $100.
TJ Front Rotors with hubs $100. Tie rod
with drag link and pan yard $50. Tail
Light Guards $30. Tow Bar $100. TJ 
4.0L
K&N Air Intake system $50. TJ Rear
Spare Tire Mount $30. Call Brent at 406-
740-4400 or 
email flatfender51@hotmail.com
_______________________________ 
1997 TJ Parts Tank
97’ 4.0L Engine Complete w/all accesso-
ries 80k miles $700. 97’ Auto Transmis-
sion with converter and harness $ 500.
NP-231 Transfer Case Fixed Yoke 
Conversion $400. Call Brent at 406-
740-4400
or email flatfender51@hotmail.com
________________________________

PARTS
Misc. Jeep Parts - All Parts OBO Wide 
Track CJ Dana 44 Front End, ARB
Locker, 4.10 Gears, Disc Brakes, Warn
Premium Lockout Hubs, Axles, Cross
over Steering Knuckles Asking $1500.
Complete Dana 35 Rear End w/drum
brakes from 89 YJ $400. Most of a Dana
30 Front End with disc brakes from 89
YJ $200. Chevy NP231 $250. Complete
gauge set for YJ $100. Flares for YJ’s
and CJ’s Partial set of Flares for YJ 
renegade model $400.
Call Brent at 406-740-4400 or
email flatfender51@hotmail.com
________________________________

Phil’s Jeep World
Parts... New and Used Not a
business - just a hobby 6-9
p.m. weekdays, 8 a.m.-9 p.m. weekends
Phil Harris 373-5237 or Dale Hert 248-
8079

________________________________

Jeep TJ center console, spice colored 
with bass speaker and glove box door. 
make offer cheap! Also stock AM/FM/
CD for TJ and all speakers;  License 
plate holders for your roller fairlead $ 
20.00 for steel $25.00 aluminum this 
price for M4X4A members only;  Chevy 
350 motor, 4-bolt main, .030 over, call 
for details. $200; Like new engine stand 
$20.00; CJ7 tail gate. windshield, couple 
hoods, and more stuff.  Don Apker 406-
782-2282 or 406-490-2282 dmmapker@
aol.com
________________________________

Warn 9000# winch works great.  Cost 
new $1100.00, Sell used $500.00  782-
2282 or 490-2282 - dmmapker@aol.com

STRAP SPECIALTIES
Midwest Strap Specialties Inc. Custom
made straps, tie downs, soft ties, ATV
cargo nets, wheel tie downs, boat tie
downs, HD truck tie downs & more!
Billings, MT — 406-259-3318

TIRES/WHEELS
(4) 98% 33x13.5x15 Super Swamper
LTBs, excellent shape, $400  Call Mike 
406-690-3126, leave message
________________________________

15x7 Dodge Ramcharger factory turbine
style wheels, set 4, $100. 15x7 Chevy
Rally Wheels with tires and center caps,
5 hole, set 4, $175. 14x6 Oldsmobile
Cutlass Rally Wheels with center caps,
rings, tires. Painted blue centers, set 4,
$100.  Donald McCabe 860-5225
________________________________

TJ 35x12.50x15 Goodyear Wrangler on
15x10 Crome/Aluminum Baja American
Racing with OMF Beadlocks less then
500 miles, cost $2200 asking $1500. (4)
33x13.50x18 Nitto Terra Grappler, New
$900. Call Brent at 406-740-4400 or
email flatfender51@hotmail.com
________________________________

Set of 5 Radial IROK Super Swamper 
Interco’s 37” x 12.5 x 15” One new and 
the other four with less than 1000 miles 
on  them.  Cost new $2000.00  Sell for  
$1000.00 Don 782-2282 or 490-2282  
dmmapker@aol.com
________________________________

5 Toyo Open Country AT 285/70R17 
tires. Tread approx 8/32. $275 for all. 
Larry 406-587-4505 Bozeman

VEHICLES
Restorable 1946 Series 62 Cadillac, 
95% complete, 348 flathead engine, 
$900. 1969 Cadillac Eldorado, runs 
great, no title, 10.5 to 1 472 cid, $400. 
Donald McCabe  860-5225
________________________________

1989 Ford Bronco.  351 F1 Windsor, 
AT, C-6.  203 case; good condition.   
Have put in lots of new parts have not 
receipts.  Call Bud at 406-453-4263 for 
more details.
________________________________

47 flat fender race jeep and trailer 
known as the Warlock and his portable 
garage.  Ready to go racing.  Package 
deal; raced one time on a fresh engine. 
Call Bud at 406-453-4263 for more 
details.
________________________________

1990 Toyota 4x4, V6, 35” Super 
Swamper SSRs, Lockers Front & Rear, 
5.29 Gears.   $2700 OBO - Jeremy - 
672-6990
________________________________

1975 Chevy K5 Blazer Full factory 
gauges, tilt wheel, fully removable top, 
31x10.50 tires, 205 transfer3.73 gears. 
350 V8, Turbo 350 trans. Excellent 
condition all around.  $6000.  Tom 406-
261-1292

WANTED
Jeep CJ or YJ rear flip and fold seat.  
Shawn Baker  (406) 755-5139 shawn-
kayak@yahoo.com 
________________________________

Please let the editor know when you
have sold your items and/or no longer
need the ad.  

Trading Post Policies:  These classified ads are free for M4x4A Members or 4XForum subscribers.  Non 
members must purchase a 1 year subscription to the 4XForum to have an ad.   Ads are listed for 3 issues, 
but can be re-listed after 3 months as long as the member or subscription is in good standing.   Deadline 
for ads is the same as the normal deadline for the next upcoming issue.
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PERMIT NO. 1

Help keep the “GR8 OTDRS” Great

Show your love for Montana and our public land with the purchase of the 
CFBU specialty license plate.   All proceeds go to help keep our public lands open.

Visit: www.citizensforbalanceduse.com  or www.ffor.org for more information


